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LAURIE 
Hello Josephine. 

(He grabs her hands and they look at each other for a moment. Suddenly there is an echo of “Jo and 
Laurie” from the general store scene, LOUISA cannot stand it.) 

     LOUISA 
NO! (the echoes suddenly stop.) 

JO 
Teddy…. I am moving to New York. 

     ENSEMBLE 
     (Singing.) 
NEW YORK! 

JO 
Let’s go.  

(The world changes, the hustle and bustle of the city. Maybe Beth plays “Empire State of Mind” by Jay-Z 
and Alicia Keys on the piano.) 

Scene 7  
 

(AMY and JO appear on opposite sides of the stage. MARMEE and MEG gather in the middle, reading 
the letters. As each sister explains her experience, the remaining SPIRITS transform into the subjects of 
the letters.) 

AMY 
Dearest People, 
 

JO 
Dear Marmee, Beth, and Meg, 

AMY 
I can’t begin to tell you how I’m enjoying London. Aunty March is sick most of the time. (AUNTY MARCH 
vomits.) And it’s quite rainy. (The ENSEMBLE makes rain noises.) But there’s something exciting about 
being in new places, isn’t it? 
 

JO 
Mrs. Kirke welcomed me kindly. (MRS. KIRKE appears and welcomes JO.) I felt at home even in a house 
full of strangers. The children are wild and rambunctious, (TWO CHILDREN scream out.) but I shall make 
a fine governess yet. 

AMY 
You’ll never guess who I ran into here? Laurie’s dear friend, Fred Vaughn. The British one? 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FRED VAUGHN 
Pip pip! 
 

JO 
There’s a gentleman here at the boarding house. From Berlin. Professor Bhaer. 
 

(PROFESSOR BHAER appears for the first time. JO holds a stare at him for a bit of time. Suddenly, the 
girls change locations.) 

AMY 
My dear mamma, 
 

JO 
My precious ones, 

AMY 
I am in Germany and Fred has just gone. I never thought of anything but a traveling friendship, but Fred… 
I haven't flirted, Mother, truly, I can't help it if people like me. 

JO 
The Professor and I’s paths seem to cross all the time in the boarding house. You should see his clothes. 
I offered to mend them. 

AMY 
But I've made up my mind, and if Fred asks me, I shall accept him, though I'm not madly in love. 
(BHAER pops up behind JO.) 

BHAER 
So! You peep at me, I peep at you! (beat) Haf you a wish to learn German? 
 

JO 
I am too stupid to learn- 

BHAER 
Prut! At efening I shall gif a little lesson with much gladness, for you, Mees Marsch, I haf this debt to pay.  

(He holds up his clothes which she mended. JO blushes.) 

AMY 
One of us must marry well. Meg didn't, Jo won't, Beth can't yet, so I shall, and make everything okay all 
round.  

JO 
He’s given me a Shakespeare for my “library.” He hopes it’ll inspire me,  

BHAER 
For the study of character in this book will help you paint the world with your pen. 



meg jo beth amy & louisa Script Sample Tier5

JO 
I never knew how much there was in Shakespeare before, but then I never had a Bhaer to explain it to 
me. 

AMY 
Send me as much advice as you like. I'll use it if I can. I wish I could see you for a good talk, Marmee. 

JO 
Mother would admire his warm heart, Father his wise head. I admire both, and feel rich in my new `friend 
Friedrich Bhaer'. (To herself) My Fritz.  

     LAURIE 
     (Reading over MARMEE and BETH.) 
Whatever. 
 

AMY 
Love and trust me. 

JO 
Bless you all! 
 

AMY AND JO 
Ever your loving, 

AMY 
Amy 

JO 
Jo. 
 
(A long moment.) 

MARMEE 
Well. There’s a lot to unpack there.  

(Lights change to focus on JO. She is writing.) 

JO 
There. Another story for Mr. Dashwood and the Weekly Volcano Press. No moral, but it’s what the readers 
want. And $30 a story fills the purse quite nicely.  
 
(BHAER appears. He is wearing a paper hat.)  
 
     BHAER  
What haf we here? A new story? 
 

JO 
(Quickly putting it away.)  

It’s not done yet. Please don’t look.  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(She notices the hat on BHAER’s head and begins to laugh.)  
 
     BHAER  
Mees Marsch, for what do you laugh in your master’s face? Haf you no respect for me, that you go on so 
bad? 
 
     JO 
How can I be respectful, Sir, when you forget to take your hat off? 
 
(BHAER realizes the paper hat is still on his head. JO and him share in a laugh. He notices a story in the 
paper)  

BHAER 
I wish these papers did not come in the house. They are not for children to see, nor young people to read. 
It is not well, and I haf no patience with those who make this harm. 
 
     JO 
All may not be bad, only silly, you know, and if there is a demand for it, I don't see any harm in supplying 
it. Many very respectable people make an honest living out of “sensation stories.” 
 
     BHAER 
If the respectable people knew what harm they did, they would not feel that the living was honest. 
(BHAER tears the newspaper and exits for a moment.)  
 

(JO looks towards her completed story. She picks it up to tear it then stops.)  
 
     JO 
They’re silly, maybe not exactly what I want to write, but he has no right to critique like that.  
     (LOUISA takes notice.)  
Sensationalism has always been my style, why is it suddenly not? 

     BHAER 
Mrs. Kirke says you are going home. Ah, you are happy that you haf a home to go in. 
 
     JO 
Now, Sir, you won't forget to come and see us, if you ever travel our way, will you? I'll never forgive you if 
you do, for I want them all to know my friend. 
 
     BHAER 
Do you? Shall I come? 
 
     JO 
Yes, come next month. Laurie graduates then, and you'd enjoy commencement as something new. 
 
     BHAER (altered tone)  
That is your best friend, of whom you speak? 
 
     JO 
Yes, my boy, Teddy. I'm very proud of him and should like you to see him. 

BHAER  
(this is awkward. BHAER has no interest in meeting LAURIE) 

I fear I shall not make the time for that, but I wish the friend much success, and you all happiness. Gott 
bless you! 
     (he turns away.)  
(to himself.) It is not for me, I must not hope it now. 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     (BHAER begins to exit.)  
 

JO 
Fritz? 

(He turns to JO) 
Please write.  
     (He nods and smiles. Exits.)  

(Quickly turning to LOUISA) 
Oh my God. He’s my End Game. 

Scene 8  
 
     LOUISA 
What?  
 

JO 
What are you doing? 
 
     LOUISA 
Are you speaking to me? 
 

JO 
The German man- the one who “explained” Shakespeare to me. Who refers to himself as my “master”? 
You’ve chosen him for me?  
 
     LOUISA 

(A moment of uncertainty.) 
Yes. 
 

JO 
Why? 
 
     LOUISA 
He’s a great match.  
 
     JO 
He’s lovely. A bit too paternal, but what about Laurie? 

LOUISA 
What about Laurie?  

(Voices of readers. Faint in the distance, begging Louisa to have Jo and Laurie end up together.) 

Jo and Laurie, Jo and Laurie, Jo and Laurie. Everyone begging for you two to end up together. I won’t do 
it. I won’t.  

(Voices stop.) 
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  JO 
Then let me be alone? 
 

LOUISA 
It doesn’t work like that.  

JO 
Why not?  
 
     LOUISA 
Because that’s just how it is- You have to end up with someone- 
 
     JO 
You didn’t. 
 
     LOUISA 
I’m not a character in a novel.  
 

JO 
But I am you… (A moment.) I barely know this Professor. Maybe I can grow fond of him, but it’s been two 
chapters and now I’ve left him.  

LOUISA 
That’s how love works. (A moment.) Be happy to have someone who loves you back- openly and freely 
and honestly. Who can be a companion. Who makes you feel like you are more than what you are. 
Maybe Bhaer isn’t the the tragic hero of our romantic stories. But he’s there. And sometimes that’s all you 
can ask for in someone. In a lover. (beat) In a father. In anyone. 

JO 
Laurie has been there for me- 
 
     LOUISA 
You’re NOT ending up with Laurie- 
 
(LAURIE appears. Chapter 35 begins whether JO likes it or not…) 

     JO 
You’re back you’re back you’re back you’re back!  

     LAURIE (overlapping) 
I AM I AM I AM I AM! 

(They run at each other. HE swings HER up into a hug.) 

     JO 
Look at you. Graduated. God, you’re brilliant.  

     LAURIE 
And now I’m home! 

     JO 
Home for good! No gallivanting all over Europe. You better stay put now, Teddy.  
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     LAURIE 
With you? Of course. What do you want to do first? Rowing? Croquet with a shouting match? Catching… 

     JO/LAURIE 
LARKS. 

     JO 
Always. 

     LAURIE 
You mean it? 

     JO 
Of course I do, Teddy.   

     LAURIE 
I knew it! I. KNEW. IT.  

(He rushes at her, sweeps her up, and kisses her.) 

(The kiss breaks, leaving JO and LAURIE looking at each other.) 

     JO 

Teddy… 

     LAURIE 
I love you, Jo. I always have. 

     JO 
I know. I know you do. And I love you too. 

     LAURIE 
I knew it! (He moves back in to kiss her again) 

     JO (putting up a hand to stop him) 
Just…not like…that. 

     LAURIE 
Wait. What?  

     LOUISA 
It will never be like that. 

     JO 
You’re my best friend. 

     LOUISA 
And can never be anything else. 

     LAURIE 
I know! You’re mine too! Let’s go to Europe! 

     JO 
Teddy… 
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     LAURIE 
We’ll meet every great writer in the world! 

     JO 
Teddy… 

     LAURIE 
I’ll cover you in diamonds and present you to the queen! 

     LOUISA/JO 
TEDDY. 

     JO 
I DON’T WANT DIAMONDS. I’ve tried to love you the way you wanted. I can’t. I don’t think I can for any 
man. 

     LAURIE 
But you just said… 

     JO 
You are my dearest boy. But you will never be my husband. (beat) I love my freedom too well to give it to 
anyone.  

     LAURIE 
You say that now. But when you find someone who you truly love, you will live and die for them. And I will 
have to stand here and watch. 

(He goes to leave.) 

     JO 
Teddy, please. Teddy, please don’t go! We’re have to-I can’t just… 

     LOUISA 
Let him go, Jo. 

     JO 
What is wrong with me? He’s my best friend. (She looks at Louisa) What’s wrong with you? Why can’t I 
love him? Why can’t you make me love him? 

(She walks off)  

(LADY appears, completely changing the atmosphere of the scene. It crackles, it is both seductive and 
loving.) 

LADY  
You love to punish your characters, don’t you? 
 
     LOUISA 
I suppose I am a glutton for it. 

LADY  
You never write of me. 

LOUISA 
I do. You’re hidden in every line.  
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LADY 
So are the rest of your suitors, apparently.. 
 

LOUISA 
You don’t need scores of suitors… You only need one. If she’s the right one. 
 

LADY 
That’s not how the line goes. 

(LOUISA smiles.) 

LOUISA 
I am more than half-persuaded that I am a man's soul, put by some freak of nature into a woman's body. 
 

LADY 
Why is that?  

      LOUISA 
I have never felt comfortable in this skin. Constantly longing for roles that can never be mine, longing for 
people- It’s foolish, but I have fallen in love in my life with so many pretty girls and never once the least bit 
with any man. And now I have cursed my own character with it.  

LADY 
The rumor mill churns and says your Laurie is based on some Laddie fellow. Whose stories you have 
violently expunged from your diary.  
 
     LOUISA 
Maybe. Maybe he is. Maybe he’s some Polish fellow I met.. Or maybe he’s you. 
 

LADY 
I’d like that. 
 

LOUISA 
Maybe he’s all those pretty girls I have loved. And can never have. 
     (Beat.) 
I wish you were really here.  

(LADY smiles. She kisses LOUISA.) 

      LADY 
No, you don’t.  

      LOUISA 
     (She finally breaks.) 
I wish I could transform myself, as I do my characters. I wish I was as fiction was. But not now, not in this 
time or age. Maybe someday, but not for me. Not for Jo. I’m sorry, my sweet Jo, I can’t allow myself- but 
maybe- maybe I can transform- 
 
(In a movement, LAURIE and LADY meet together, they mold, they move, they combine, changing 
clothes, LADY transforms into LAURIE, and is LADY LAURIE henceforth) 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LOUISA 
Allow him to grow up to become the perfect one for someone else. The ideal. 
 
(AMY, under a sign that says “Welcome to Europe” appears. LADY LAURIE notices her.) 
 
     LOUISA 
Here we go again, willing your story and dreams to someone else- (she sighs.) But- May deserves it. 


